REMARKS 

This Preliminary Amendment is submitted concurrently with a filing of 
a Continuation Application of Serial No. 09/400,127, which in turn is a 
Divisional Application of Serial No. 08/947,847 (hereinafter the '847 
application). The originally filed '847 application is provided. 

Claims 97-114 presented herein, do not add new matter and are fully 
supported by the specification and drawings. Specifically, each of the newly 
submitted claims recites, in pertinent part, a mass or matrix (and/or a 
precursor of such mass or matrix) that comprises carbon and silicon. 
Support for this recital is found at page 7, among other places, of the 
original specification. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests 
examination of the instant application including the claims added herein. 


S:\Ml22\1789\M01.doc 


7 


A2710121535N 


Respectfully submitted. 
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Title: Methods of Forming Materials Between Conductive Electrical 
Components, and Insulating Materials 

VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 


The abstract has been amended as follows. Underlines indicate 
insertions and str i k e outs indicate deletions. 

The — i nv e nt i on — e ncompass e s Methods of forming insulating materials 
between conductive elements^ I n on e asp e ct, th e i nv e nt i on includes a 
m e thod of forming a material adjacent a conductive electrical component 
comprising: a) partially vaporizing a mass to form a matrix adjacent the 
conductive electrical component, the matrix having at least one void 
within it. I n anoth e r asp e ct, th e i nv e nt i on Other methods includes a 
m e thod of forming a material between a pair of conductive electrical 
components comprising ihe — fo ll owing — st e ps : a) forming a pair of 
conductive electrical components within a mass and separated by an 
expanse of the mass; forming at least one support member within the 
expanse of the mass, the support member not comprising a conductive 
interconnect; and vaporizing the expanse of the mass to a degree 
effective to form at least one void between the support member and each 
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ACCOMPANYING PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


of the pair of conductive electrical components. I n anoth e r asp e ct, th e 
i nv e nt i on Some embodiments includes an insulating material adjacent a 
conductive electrical component, tho insulat i ng such material comprising 
a matrix and at least one void within the matrix. I n another asp e ct, th e 
i nv e nt i on i nc l ud e s an i nsu l at i ng r e g i on b e tw ee n a pair of conduct i v e 
ele ctr i ca l compon e nts compr i sing: a) a support m e mb e r b e tw ee n th e 
conduct i v e ele ctr i cal compon e nts, th e support m e mb e r not compr i s i ng a 
conduct i v e i nt e rconn e ct.; and b) at l e ast on e vo i d b e tw ee n th e support 
m e mb e r and e ach of th e pa i r of conduct i v e ele ctr i ca l compon e nts. 
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